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Resumen

El presente trabajo aborda un andlisis tanto de la Declaracion de Santiago y la adhesion de
Ecuador a la Convencidn de las Naciones Unidas sobre el Derecho del Mar (CONVEMAR). El mar
territorial ecuatoriano tiene su fundamento juridico en la Declaracién de Santiago, mediante la cual
proclamo soberania hasta una distancia millas y sirvié como una defensa de sus riquezas marinas.
La CONVEMAR es un tratado multilateral que regula el Derecho Maritimo, cuyos objetivos son
primero Establecer un orden juridico que promueva el uso pacifico de los mares y océanos; y que
facilite las comunicaciones maritimas internacionales, segundo alcanzar la utilizacidon equitativa y
eficiente de los fondos marino; y tercero fomentar la investigacion, proteccion y preservacién del
medio marino y la conservacion de los recursos vivos. La CONVEMAR significa la conquista de
igualdad de derechos entre todas Is naciones para el uso y aprovechamiento del mar, como medio
de trasporte y fuente de recursos vivos y no vivos para toda la humanidad.

Mediante Decreto Ejecutivo No. 1238, de 15 de julio de 2012, publicado en el Registro
Oficial No. 579 de 02 de agosto de 2012, por lo tanto desde esa fecha tiene derechos de soberania
en el Mar territorial y aguas interiores, asi como derechos soberanos en la Zona Econdmicas
Exclusiva y plataforma continental, por lo expuesto es impresindible que exista mayor presencia del
Estado a través de politicas oceanicas, asi como el establecimiento de un marco legal de acuerdo a
lo que establece la CONVEMAR, en lo pertinente al aprovechamiento de los recursos de modo
sostenible y equitativo. Con la adhesion a la CONVEMAR, Ecuador ha podido hacer realidad la tesis
de las 200 millas, y la posibilidad de extender la plataforma continental hasta una distancia de 350
millas, tanto en la regidén contienental como insular. Asi mismo ha contribuido a reafirmar la
delimitacién maritima con Colombia, Peru y Costa Rica, consolidar los limites exteriores de espacios
maritimos alcanzando que su territorio maritimo, sea casi 5 veces superior a la superficie
continental.
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Abstract

The current study addresses an analysis of both the Santiago Declaration and Ecuador’s
accession to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). The Ecuadorian
territorial sea has its legal basis in the Declaration of Santiago, through which it proclaimed
sovereignty up to a distance miles and served as a defense of its marine riches. The UNCLOS is a
multilateral treaty that regulates maritime law, whose objectives are first to establish a legal order
that promotes the peaceful use of the seas and oceans and that facilitate international maritime
communications. Second, to achieve the equitable and efficient use of the seabed. Thirdly, to
promote research, protection and preservation of the marine environment and the conservation of
living resources. UNCLOS means the achievement of equal rights among all nations for the use and
exploitation of the sea, as a means of transportation and as a source of living and non-living
resources for all humanity. Ecuador joined UNCLOS through Executive Decree No. 1238 of July 15,
2012, published in Official Gazette No. 579 of August 2, 2012. The sovereign rights that the State
has over natural resources and not living are found both in the territorial sea, contiguous zone and
in the exclusive economic zone, as well as in its continental shelf. It is given absolute and exclusive
property over all those resources, but not sovereignty. Therefore, it is necessary, among others, that
there be a greater presence of the State through ocean policies, as well as the establishment of a
legal framework in accordance with what is established by the UNCLOS, in what concerns the use of
resources in a sustainable and equitable manner. With the adhesion to the CONVEMAR, Ecuador
has been able to realize the thesis of the 200 miles, and the possibility of extending the continental
shelf up to a distance of 350 miles. Likewise, it has helped to reaffirm the maritime delimitation with
Colombia, Peru and Costa Rica, consolidate the outer limits of maritime spaces, achieving that its
maritime territory is almost five times greater than the continental surface.
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