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The implemented virtual environment presents a high realism, it is interactive and
immersive. The virtual plant allows the interaction with the components that
conform the plant, the visualization of the evolution and state of the variables of
interest, as well as allowing the operator to insert disturbances and manipulate the
tuning constants of the MPC and PID controllers.

The distributed solar collector field requires efficient controls due to solar
irradiation which is its main disturbance and source of energy. It is observed that
the MPC has a better performance in the scenarios of high and medium irradiation
and in the presence of clouds compared with the PID control, since it has on
average less overshoot, settling time and steady-state error.

The MPC, due to its shorter settling time, better optimizes the use of solar
irradiation available throughout the day. In addition, because it has a low
overshoot, it does not exceed the maximum safe temperature of 305°C, which the
PID control does at certain points of operation. The MPC performs better than the
PID control when faced with sudden changes in the oil inlet temperature and the
solar irradiation caused by the presence of clouds.
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